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A stretch of the old James River and Pa i 2 
forty miles long in Kanawha County, West Virginia, is 
recorded as having thirty stands along it. , 
James River and Kanawha turnpike was the out- 
of the old James River and Kanawha Canal. The 
canal, started from Richmond in 1785, was intended to 
cross the Alleghenies by way of the James and Greenbrier 
Rivers to connect with the Kanawha. The canal was stop- 
at Balcony Falls, Virginia, and the Virginia legisla- 
— ture, in 1824, authorized the building of a 200-mile turn- 
pike across the mountains to the Ohio River. By 1828, this 
turnpike had reached the Ohio at the mouth of the Big 
Sandy River. 

Two gentlemen by the names of Caldwell and Surbough 
formed the first stagecoach company along this road. They 
began operating stages between Lewisburg and Charleston 
(West) Virginia, in 1827. A year later they extended 
their lines to the Big Sandy. The fare from Lewisburg 
to Charleston was $7.00. 

Trips were made between the Big Sandy and Lewisburg 
three times weekly. By traveling seventy to eighty miles 
daily, this distance could be covered in two days and a 
half. This speed necessitated changes of horses often. 

The fare from the mouth of Big Sandy to Guyandotte 
was seventy-five cents; to Charleston, $4.50; to 
£11.00. At the driver's election, beauaae —- 
twenty pounds a passenger could be carried a 
of $4.00 » hundred pounds for each hundred miles = 
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ee. - its Leonard Turner who had his coach 3 — 
captured during the War Between the States; an ws slash- 
ing Dic Vandever who drove the last stagecoach between 
Charleston and Lewisburg in 1873. And there were the 
inn proprietors who took pride in serving their guests, 
providing the best conveniences available for the period. 
Then there were shopping places of different nature all 
along the route. One of the most noted stage stops was 
the Old Stone Tavern near Clifftop in Fayette County, 
West Virginia. Generals Lee and Rosecrans used the 
building as headquarters at different times during the War 
Between the States. Other notables known to have stopped 
there are Henry Clay, Andrew Jackson, Thomas H. Ben- 

ton, Daniel Webster, and John C. Breckenridge. 
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